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Welcome from Washington DC, land of birthers, tenthers, fourteeners, originalists, Wikileakers, Blue Dogs, States Righters, Christian Prayer Breakfasts, Pundits, Freaks, and Sasha and Malia Obama.

Each year I try to give you a sense of what is happening down there in the land of insanity, and I have never been fuller of insane news and tidbits than this year.  The last twelve months in DC makes the Court of Marat Sade look like your Greenwich Connecticut Bridge Club… and it is not a pretty sight. Three quick themes:

Marginality to Infinity

A Few Good Men, You Can’t Handle The Truth

The Blue Screen of Death









Marginality to Infinity:  I was SIX at a shopping center in Towson, MD when I saw a John Birch Society guy handing out brochures.  A few people took one. I picked up one near the trashcan.  Mother yanked it out of hand like it was a poisonous barb… DON’T READ THAT.. IT IS BAD… They are hurting our government.

I concluded: they were going to have to have a LOT OF GUYS on A LOT OF STREETCORNERS to get their word out…

SKIP TO TODAY on the Net… there are infinite brochures and there are infinite street corners, and there is no mother in site to tell you to throw something away.  We have become a nation awash in political opinion with little or no guidance or fact as our guide. Scalability is not matched by reliability or believability… Leading me to number 2

YOU CANT HANDLE THE TRUTH: the great line in A FEW GOOD MEN… colonel Nathan R Jessup yells that at the prosecuting JAG when the JAG demands the truth about what went on down at Guantanamo Naval Base. Quaintly, the site of the crime in the movie. 

PEOPLE are subscribing to the Truth or the Truthiness that fits their comfort zone or their appetite for uncertainty, and ignoring any other truth that conflicts with it. They can’t handle anymore.

It is a systemic, Nationwide state of denial.  There were no death panels.  The government did not take over the auto industry, There is not systemic voter fraud to change elections, there are no anchor baby terrorists,  the world is getting warmer because of manmade behavior, and a bag of Cheese Doritos and a 64 ounce Slurpee IS BAD FOR YOU… People find sources that assert these untruths, because they want to not face the repercussions of being shown the reverse.  We are a nation that consumes the news we WANT to hear, from people who sound oh-so-sure-of themselves when they say it… and we avoid any news from any source that conflicts… and try to silence or bully the source of the conflict. If you disagree with me, watch CSPAN 1, 2, 3, 4…

BUT, an amorphous, strange and rage filled bellowing truth has formed in the reptile brain of many.. starting with the Tea Partiers.  It is a slow, sad, childlike realization that the revenues our governments take in cannot pay for the things they put out.  This gap between revenue and cost structure is real, and although has been denied for 70 years in DC, is finally coming to a head… and now we are yelling at each other about not how to fix it, but… more importantly WHOS DAMN FAULT WAS IT?????

A prediction: this rage about a gap between revenue and cost structure is not going to stop at the federal or state governments.  Like a searchlight sweeping across the prison yard, this rage will look for other escapees to sound the alarm on.  Next up?  Higher education.

Why should Amherst cost 52K a year, and UMASS cost 12K a year?  Is Amherst FOUR AND A HALF TIMES AS GOOD as UMASS?  And, hey, after a number of years, does anyone really give a good goddamned whether you went to UMASS or AMHERST, except you and your elitist bastard classmates at Amherst? Can we handle that truth?

Look for other examples of cost structure/revenue mismatches to kick in.. like Bond issues for Stadiums, where citizens pay for rich owners… or the National Public Radio.. or, or….. or…..  to my last point… 

THE BLUE SCREEN OF DEATH:  for you Windows users over the years, you know when this is the failure of the OS, asking you to ABORT, RETRY OR REBOOT? It is a hard stop on your device.
Our news providers are close to the BSOD.  Many citizens have concluded that we have witnessed a systemic failure of all purportedly OBJECTIVE NEWS SOURCES to hold anyone accountable for what they say or do.  I actually don’t include Fox, since they never really claimed to be Objective… fair and Balanced… ?  a great one.. (IRISH INVENTED THE BAGPIPE, SCOTS STILL NOT GET THE JOKE) But I digress…

But, from tom brokaw, to diane sawyer to brian Williams to charlie Gibson,  to newsweek, time, WP, NYT, all the way down the “objective members of the Mainstream journalism establishment”, there has been little real accounting for what they let slide and the lack of aggressive pushback we see now.

DC knows this.. and is playing beautifully.  Both sides, but the red jerseys REALLY know how to “work the ref”.

Somewhere, again, in their reptile brains, people … and I mean, THE people… know this is going on, and are worried and disconcerted. Cognitive dissonance is not entirely gone…

Where have you gone Joe DiMaggio, a nation turns its lonely eyes to you….

Walter Cronkite, Huntley Brinkley, Osborne Elliot, Henry Luce.  Not all flaming liberals, but all purveyors of reasonably and often contentious objective journalism that was a pillar of our day.

I know the economics suck… and that people won’t pay for news… But, ABORT, RETRY, REBOOT?  Something has to happen to bring the fourth estate back into the battle… because with infinite street corners and infinite brochures and no mother standing by… we are headed for more and more insanity, and my visits will be less and less welcome. We need to be able to handle that truth.

I now leave to return to DC.  Please send help!!!
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